
b

High School
Civics
Shilling

Hayward Community
School District
715-634-2619

#HurricaneStrong





Civics
Period 1st

Office Hours: 10:OOA - 11:OOA - Monday thru Friday - Starting April 27th to the end of the school year.
I will also check my email periodically throughout the day.

Email: mshiIling@hawardk12wLus Phone: 71S-638-9611

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE RELIABLE INTERNET SERVICE, PLEASE CALL THE NUMBER ABOVE.
WE WILL NEED TO DISCUSS HOW WORK WILL BE SUBMiTTED FOR A GRADE.

All the materials provided will also be available on Google Classroom.
If you use our class site you can submit all work on the site.
If you do not have the internet, we will need to discuss how work will be submitted.

The additional materials available on Google Classroom are there for more info on specific content, but
not for grading purposes.

Week 1 April 27 - May 3 Module 1 Civics
Week 2 May 4 - May 10 Module 3 & 4 US Constitution
Week 3 May 11 - May 17 Module 6 & 7 Congress & Executive Branch
Week 4 May 18 - May 24 Module 10 Letter to a Public Official
WeekS May 25 - June 3 Module 16 Supreme Court

All work Is due June 3.

Stay healthy!

Anij reference to MOODLE is GOOGLE
CLASSROOM and SMARTBOARD is

GOOGLE DOC/GOOGLE SLIDE.





Assignment Instructions

*Chapter 1

-Fill in the blanks on your note sheets. You will use the Moodle page. Look under
Ch 1 in Smartboard Pages.
-Complete the Chapter 1 Review using your notes.
-Complete the Immigration Debate assignment. There are articles for you to read
for questions 1-3 on the Moodle page under Articles. Question 4 you will need to
do a little research for.

*Chapter3&4

-Fill in the blanks on your note sheets. You will use the Moodle page. Look under
Ch 3&4 in Smartboard Pages.
-Complete the Chapter 3&4 Review using your notes.
-Complete the assignment “What Does the Constitution Say About Federalism”.
For this assignment, you nçd to tell me if the proposed action is constitutio11r
circling yes or no (hint: only 2 will be yes). Then you need to give me the artcIe br
amendment that backs up your decision. It MUST be one of the options on the
back of the worksheet. On the Moodle page under Homework & Assignments,
there are 2 links that you can use. ‘Constitution’ is the full constitution and
‘Constitution Simplified’ is just that.
-Complete the “You Are the Judge” assignment. For this, you will read the facts of
the case and tell me how you would rule and 2 reasons why. This case was the case
that SEVERLY limited your rights in school.
-Complete the Chapter 4 reteach sheet. You will need to put which of the firsit.
amendments fits each blank.

*Chapter 6

-Fill in the blanks on your nte sheets. You will use the Moodle page. Look
Ch 6 in Smartboard Pages.
-Complete the Chapter 6 Review using your notes.
-Complete the “How Congress is Organized” assignment. You will use your ndts
and the map of Wisconsin provided.





*Chapter 7

-Fill in the blanks on your note sheets. You will use the Moodle page. Look under
Cli 7 in Smartboard Pages.
-Complete the Chapter 7 Review using your notes.
-Complete the Chapter 7 study guide using your notes (including the cabinet ‘::s
departments page) as well as the Cabinet Department Info link found under
Smartboard Pages in Chapter 7.
You will need to take a Presidents quiz. There are 4 options under Homework and’.
Assignments on the Moodle page. Take it as many times as you want until your get
the score you want, then take a screenshot of it and send it to me. (no cheating!)

*Chapter 10

-Fill in the blanks on your note sheets. You will use the Moodle page. Look under
Ch lOin Smartboard Pages. On the last slide, there is a link to Wisconsin.goy,,1,.
will need you to look up who your state assemblyperson and state senator are. ‘
Here’s how..
1. Click on government.
2. Click on Find My Electe4 Officials
3. There is a little box in the right hand corner that you need to type your home
address into. It will then tell you who your reps are. Write it in your notes.
-Complete the Chapter 10 Review using your notes and the Local Govt. link ojjft
Moodle page under Chapter 10.
-Complete the Tribal Government, Treaties, & Tribes of Wisconsin Assignmei. In
the Historical Narrative handout, there is a blank map of Wisconsin. I need you to
look up and then draw on that map the location of all 11 federally recognized tribes
in the state. To do the worksheet you will find the answers for questions 1-7 ii .
Narrative III. 8-12 will be found in Narrative IV. Questions 13-27 you will nee1 to
use the Tribal Government link on the Moodle page under homework &
assignments. You will click on the Tribes of Wisconsin Reference Book. You will
start to find answers under “Statistics”, which starts on page 8.
-Complete the “Letter to a Public Official” assignment. If you are having trouble
picking a topic let me know,. It should be something you care about. If you would
like to print a 2nd copy of your letter and actually mail it, go ahead!
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*Chapterl6

-You have been given 4 Supreme Court cases to review as a judge. You need to
read each case and tell me how you would rule and two reasons why you ruled that
way. Iii

Cruzan v. Director Who decides the fate of a brain dead woman with no will, her
parents or the hospital? (the woman is an adult)

Michigan State Police v. Sitz = Can police set up sobriety checkpoints or does this
violate the 4th amendment against illegal search?

Roe v. Wade Should abortion be legal? :1.

Hazeiwood Schools v. Kuhlmeier = should a principal be able to censor a school

newspaper or does the paper fall under the 1St amendment protections of frrodorn

of the press?
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History of American Democracy (Civics)
Chapter 1, Section 1

What is Civics?
A.
B.

I. Purpose of Government
A.

1. The Need For Government
2. What Governments Do

A.
B.
C.

II. Levels of Government
1. National Government

A.
B.

2. Citizenship
A.

Ill. Dictatorship & Democracy
1. Dictatorship —

2. Democracy —

3. Two Kinds of Democracy
Direct vs Representative

A. Direct—
B. Representative —

IV. How Citizens Influence Government
1.
2.
3.



Chapter 1, Section2
“We the People”

In 1787—
1n2010—

Citizens By Birth
A.
B.
C.

II. Illegal and Legal Aliens
A. Not a US citizen —

B. Immigrants —

Restrictions on Immigrants —

Illegal Aliens — How do they get in??
1.
2.
3.
4.

Legal Aliens
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Naturalization — Aliens become citizens



5 Steps to become a Citizen

1.
2.

3.
4.
5.

CAN YOU LOSE YOUR CITIZENSHIP?



Chi, Sec3
Who Are Americans

— Every 10 years, residence, work, income

Changes in Immigration
E Pluribus Unum —“

Early European Settlers

A. First permanent settlers were from
B. GOLD
C. 1600’s — French & English settlers

1. French in

________________________________

area
2. English along the

___________________

II. Other Immigrants
A. Africans — slaves worked on plantations
B.

_______

of citizens in 13 colonies were English

III. The Great Immigration
A. “Land of Promise” 1830’s —600,000 1850’s —2,000,000
B. 1860-1890 10,000,000+ many from

___________

C. In 1882, first immigration laws were passed
D. 1890-1930 22 million people came to the U.S. —

E.

________________

- # of people let in.

IV. Immigration Today
A. Only

_______________

immigrants allowed in each year

__________________

from 1 country
B. — lost their homes due to war,

famine, political oppression. Vietnam & Cambodia
C.

___________________

— Typical American?



Growth of United States Population

A.
B.
C.
D.

Shifts In American Population
A. Movedfrom the country to the city

B. — mass movement

I. Shift to the Sunbelt
A. 1970’s — move to the West & South

TI. Urban Shifts
A. Birth of____________________

III. A Changing Nation
A. Women now own of all businesses





Name:
B lock:
Date:

History of American Democracy (Civics)
Chapter 1 Review

1. The most important thing that government does is

A. Build an Army B. Make laws

C. Open schools D. Execute criminals

2. The type of government in which one person controls everything is a

A. Democracy B. Anarchy

C. Communist D. Dictatorship

3. The two types of democracy are

A. Direct & Opposite B. Representative & Direct

C. Voting & Non-Voting D. None of the Above

4. You are NOT a U.S. citizen if

A. You are born in the U.S. B. Both your parents are U.S.
citizens and you are born outside
theU.S.

C. One of your parents is a U.S. citizen D. Neither of your parents was
and you are born outside the US. born in the U.S. and neither were

you.

5. If you are in the U.S. but not a citizen you are an

A. Alien B. Naturalized Citizen

C. Criminal D. All of the Above



6. If illegal aliens are caught in this country they are

A. Allowed to stay B. Deported

C. Executed D. Released to family

Name 3 of the 5 steps involved in becoming a naturalized U.S. citizen.

7.

8.

9.

Name two ways in which citizens can influence their government.

10.

11.

12. When an alien becomes a citizen it is known as what?

13. How can you lose your citizenship?

14. The counting of citizens every 10 years is known as what?

15. The Latin phrase E Pluribus Unum means what?

Name two restrictions on legal aliens in this country.

16. 17.



18. What was the reason for immigrants having more children in the 1800’s?

Name two “sunbelt” states that people are moving to.

19. 20.

21. What is an immigrant?

22. What is dual citizenship?

23. The mass movement of people from one area to another is known as what?

24. A community on the outskirts of a large city is known as what?

25. People who lose their homes due to war, famine, or political oppression are known as
what?

26. What is a quota?

27. Circle the highest level of government in this country.

City County State National

T/F

______

28. You are not a U.S. Citizen if you are born in Puerto Rico.

______

29. Civics is the study of citizenship and government.

_______

30. Legal Aliens in this country are required to carry ID (Green Card).





Immigration Debate

1. What should be done about migrant caravans heading towards the US?

2. What are your thoughts on President Trump’s idea to end birthright
citizenship?

- -

3.What are your thoughts on President Trump’s request for $5.7 billion
dollars to build a southern border wall?

4. It is time for you to come up with a comprehensive immigration plan.
Please come up with a detailed plan. It should include answers to the
following questions:

How many people per year should we let in?
Should they come from any country?
Should there be a background check? If so, what types of crimes

should disqualify you from entry?
How many refugees should be let in?
What should be done about people who are already here?
What should be done about children that are here already and who are

not citizens?





History of Am. Democracy (Civics) Chapter 3
The Constitution

Revise the Articles of

Constitutional Convention in

All &All

Education & Experience

Each State =

Congress —2 houses &

Slavery

a person

College

Ratify the Constitution of 13 states

Federalists & Anti-Federalists

Section 2

Preamble

Checks &

Section 3

Popular



3 Types of Power

Section 4

Amending the Constitution

Supreme Court



Chapter 4

The Bill of Rights & other Amendments

The 1St Amendment

Freedom of

______________

Limits to these freedoms:

Religion may not cause harm
Can’t yell ‘fire’ in a crowded theater when there is no fire
Can’t advocate the overthrow of the government

2nd Amendment —

Limits:

3rd Amendment —

Limits:

4th Amendment —

___________________

(probable cause) from a judge
Schools must have

_______________________

5th Amendment —

= formal charge by a

________________________________=can’t

be put on trial again when found not guilty
Must follow

_________________

Right against

____________________

(right to remain silent)

6 Amendment — Additional rights of the accused
Must be told exact nature of charges against you
Right to a jury trial ( )
Right to an

_________________



‘7th Amendment — Right to a jury trial in civil cases when the dollar amount
exceeds $20

8th Amendment — No

______________________

or excessive bail & fines
- $ paid to secure your release from jail until trial

9th Amendment — Rights listed in the Constitution are not the only rights of
the people (privacy).

10th Amendment — Any powers not specifically assigned to the National
government in the Constitution belong to the states. (schools)

Other Amendments students need to know

14th
— Gave citizenship to anyone born in the U.S. and gave

— Gave

______________________

the right to vote

17th
— Direct election of U.S. Senators

1 8th
— Prohibition (banning of )

1 9th
— Gave

________________

the right to vote in national elections

22’ —

______________

term limits

23 — Gave citizens of______________ the right to vote for President

24th
— Eliminates the

_______________

26t1
— Lowers the voting age from 21 to



Civics Chapter 3&4 Review

A. Power not specifically assigned to the Federal Government belongs to the
states.

B. Additional rights of the accused, including the right to a lawyer and a
speedy trial.

C. Right to a jury trial in civil cases.
D. To Bear Arms. E. Quarter (house) soldiers.

F. Unreasonable searches and seizure.
G. The rights of people accused of a crime (double jeopardy, remain silent)

H. Excessive bail & fines and cruel and unusual punishment.
I. The rights listed are not the only rights of the people.

The Fourth Amendment protects citizens from

___________________________

The Sixth Amendment deals with

________________________________

The Seventh Amendment guarantees the

______________________________

The Second Amendment guarantees the right

__________________________

The Ninth Amendment specifies that

_______________________________

The Third Amendment limits the government’s right to

_______________

The Fifth Amendment protects

_________________________________________

The Tenth Amendment states that

___________________________________

The Eighth Amendment prohibits

__________________________________

10-14 Name the five freedoms guaranteed by the First Amendment -



15. In the original United States Constitution, slaves were counted as
of a person.

16. & 17. The two chambers (houses) of congress are

1 3th Amendment 1 4th Amendment 1 5th Amendment 1 7th Amendment

1 gth Amendment 1 9tli Amendment 221 Amendment 23 Amendment

24th Amendment 25th Amendment 26th Amendment

18. This amendment eliminated the poll tax.

_______

19. This amendment established the direct election of U.S. Senators.
20. This guaranteed voting rights to the District of Columbia.
21. This amendment abolished slavery.

__________

22. This gave African-Americans the right to vote.

____________

23. This amendment gave citizenship to anyone born in the U.S. and gave

“equal protection under the law.”

____________

24. This amendment gave women the right to vote.
25. This lowered the voting age from 21 to 18.

______

26. This made alcohol illegal in the US (prohibition).

_____

27. This amendment limits the President to two terms.

________

28. This amendment deals with Presidential succession.

T/F

_____

29. Yelling “fire” in a crowded place when there is no fire is free

speech.

_____

30. Wearing a “South Park” T-shirt on the street is free speech.

____

31. Burning a flag is free speech.

____

32. A person may say whatever they want about another person that

damages their reputation, even if it is not true.

____

33. Printing something false or malicious about someone or something

is called libel.

____

34. You have the right to freedom of assembly as long as it’s peaceful.

____

35. You have exactly the same constitutional rights in school as you

do out of school.



36. This term means people who are accused of a crime and found not
guilty, may not be put on trial again for the same crime.

A. Eminent Domain B. Indictment

C. Double Jeopardy D. Bail

37. This is the right of the government to take private property, as long as
they pay you a fair price for it.

A. Eminent Domain B. Indictment

C. Double Jeopardy D. Bail

38. This is money paid tç have you released from jail until your trial.

A. Eminent Domain B. Indictment

C. Double Jeopardy D. Bail

39. This is a formal charge by a Grand Jury.

A. Eminent Domain B. Indictment

C. Double Jeopardy D. Bail

40. If the police want to legally search your home, they must have what?

A. At least 2 officers present B. A search warrant

C. A police dog D. rubber gloves

EC — How many amendments are there to the US Constitution?





128 LESSONS ON THE CONSTITUTION

111-2. WHAT DOES THE CONSTITUTION
SAY ABOUT FEDERALISM

Read cad’ of the following statements. Decide whether
or not each statement describes a situation in which the
officials or i’nstitutions involved comply with the U.S.Constitution. If so, ansr YES. If not, answer NO. Circle
the correct answer under each statement.

Identify the number of the Artide and Section or the
Amendment of the Constitution that supports your
answer. Write this information on the appropriate line
bclow each item.

6. The state of Washington has placed a tax on goodsimported and exported through its seaports.
YES NO

CLUE: Answers to these items can be found in Articles
I. IV, and VI or in Amendment X.

I. Michigan, hard hit by a recession, has decided to
issue coins made from old cars in order to stimulate
the economy.

YES NO

2. Congress psses a law mpos,ing ne regulations
upon airlines engaged in interstate commerce
(doing business in several states and across state
lines).

YES NO

7. The neighboring state of Illinois has annexed Lake
County, Indiana.

YES NO

8. The Governor of Montana requests that Kentucky
return John Doe to Montana. Doe, convicted of
murder in Montana, had fled to Kentucky where
local authorities captured him.

YES NO
N

3. Colorados Scenic Drive Highway has become over
crowded. The state legislature passes a law forbid
ding out-of.state drivers from using the highway.

YES NO

9. John Jones has been legally adopted in the state
of Arkansas. After the Jones family moves to
Georgia, the Georgia State Welfare Agency takes
John from his adoptive parents. The Agency claims
it does not rqcognizc Arkansas adoption laws.

YES NO
4. The U.S. Supreme Court’s upholding of Congress’

power o regulate the strip mining of coal upset the
governor of North Dakota very much. The gov
ernor has announced that he will not allow the en
forcement of the law in his state.

YES NO

i
10. The federal government passes a law to establish

a single national system of public high schools.

YES NO

5. Displeased with the U.S. Postal Service, the statelegislature of Nevada has passed a law creating theNevada Postal Service.

YES NO

I
N

N



Hints for Constitution Assignment

Article 1, Section 8 — Powers of Congress (things only the National
Government can do)

Article 1, Section 10 — Powers denied states

Article 4 Sections 1 ,2,& 3 — Relations between states

Article 6 — Supremacy of the National Government

Amendment 10 — Reserved Powers of States



Vew Jersey v. T L. 0.
You are in a school locker room

:Vith a friend. Your friend smokes a
cigarette. A teacher smells the smoke,
Lnters the locker room and finds you
With your friend who has thrown the
cigarette into a wastebasket. The
jacher accuses both of you of smok
1ig and takes you to the principal’s
office. The principal demands that
you empty your pockets to prove you
were not smoking. Is this fair? More
(nportant, is it legal?

Should school ofllcials be required to have a war
to search a student’s property in a public school?1985, the Supreme Court confronted this questionthe constitutional protection against- search andzure, guaranteed by the Fourth Amendment. That

j-ar it heard a case involving the search of a girl’sse in school.

The principal took the second girl to his office.Because she was a minor the girl was referred to asT. L. 0. — her initials — to keep her identity secret.The principal searched I L. O.s purse. He foundcigarette rolling papers. The principal thought thathaving cigarette-rolling papers might indicate use ofmarijuana. Searching further, he found a smallamount of marijuana, a pipe and several empty plastic bags. Other information in I. L. Os purse revealedthat she might have been selling drugs to students.The police and T. L.O.’s mother were notified. Thepolice took T. L. 0. and the evidence to police headquarters where she confessed to selling marijuana toother students. In juvenile court T. L. 0. was declareda delinquent on the evidence found in her purse and

lou Are the Jigc

S

In 1980, a teacher caught two 14-year-old girlssmoking in a washroom at Piscalaway High School inNew Jersey. It was against school rules for studentsto smoke on school grounds. The principal talked toboth girls. One admitted smoking, the other said shenever smoked.

-. Searching Her Purse
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ild schools be required to have a warrant to search a student’s property?



her confession. She received a year’s probation, or a

suspended sentence, as punishment.
T. L. 0. appealed her case to the Superior Court

of New Jersey. Her lawyer argued that the contents of

I L. O.’s purse should not have been presented as

evidence in court. He cited the Fourth Amendment to

the U. S. Constitution, which states that a warrant

must be obtained before searching an individual’s

property. The principal had not obtained such a war

rant before he searched T. L. O.’s purse.

Appealing to the U.S. Supreme Court

The Superior Court of New Jersey upheld the

lower court’s decision to admit the evidence. I L. 0.

then appealed to the Supreme Court of New Jersey,

which reversed the lower court ruling. The New

Jersey Supreme Court ruled that the evidence should

not have been admitted because T. L. O.’s Fourth

Amendment rights had been violated; the evidence

had been found illegally. The State of New Jersey

then appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court.
Review the following evidence and arguments

presented to the U.S. Supreme Court:

New Jerseys Arguments in Favor of
Admitting the Evidence

1. School officials are not the police. They should not

have to operate under the same restraints as police.

2. Teachers and principals are acting for the parents

of the students. Parents do not need a warrant to

search their children.
3. Schools must make the school environment one

in which young people can learn. School officials

need broad powers of discipline and action to do this.

4. The teacher caught the students in the act of
brOaking a school rule. One girl admitted breaking a
rule. T. L. 0. was suspected of breaking the same nile,
so the principal was justified in searching her posses
sions. He had good reason to suspect that she broke
a school rule. When he found the marijuana papers,
he also had good reason to suspect that she had bro
ken a law.

T. L. O.’s Lawyers Arguments Against
Admitting the Evidence

1. Students are entitled to the protection of the U.S.
Constitution. Since the principal did not have a war
rant to search T. L. 0., the evidence found should not
have been used against her.
2. The teachers and the principal were government
agents and employees of the State of New Jersey.
They are not acting as the student’s parents who do
have the right to search the students.
3. Students have a right to personal privacy in
school.
4. The principal did not have a good reason to
search T. L.O., so anything he found should not have
been used against her.

Justice Byron White wrote the opinion for the
majority of the Supreme Court Justices in this case.
Suppose you were Justice White. What constitutional
and legal issues are raised by this case? Suppose
you were writing the Court’s opinion. In whose favor
would you decide? I L. O.’s or the State of New
Jersey’s? Write your Supreme Court decision in the
space belov, keeping in mind the issues you have
identified.

23



Name (iicq Date

CHAPTER

_____

________

L. what document limits the power of all levels of American
government?

__________________________

The first ten amendments (the Bill of Rights) of our Constitution
are found on pages 7-L. Read them over and then tell which
amendment to the Constitution secures each of the following:

____

a. Freedom from excessive bail

____

b. The right for states to aru their militia

____

c. Freedom of Asr±1r

___

d. Freedom from soldiers being quartered in private homes

____

e. The right to a speedy trial

____

f. The freedom from government taking private property without
payingfor it

g. The right of the accused to know the charges against. him/her

h. Freedom of religion

i. Freedom from searches, except with a search warrant

— j. reedom from being tried twice for the same offense

____

k. Freedom of speech

____

1. The need for a grand iury bctore t.ri.l

____

in. The requirement for government to follow due process of law

____

i-i. The right of the accused to & lawyer

____

o. The freedom from testifying against yourself

_____

p. Freedom from cruel punishments

____

q. Freedom of the press

____

r. Secures all rights not

-7
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History of Am. Democracy (Civics) Chapter 6 Notes

Congress

House ofRepresentatives Senate

____________________

(two house) Legislature

House of Representatives

__________members

Serve a

__________term

How many representatives each state gets is based on

___________________

States are divided into congressional districts
Districts are drawn by

___________________________

— the drawing of congressional districts to
favor one political party over another.
Each district has roughly the same number of people in it

(_____________

Wisconsin has representatives
Ours is

__________________

(R) — District

3 Requirements to be a member of the House
1.
2.
3.

Leadership in the House of Representatives

Majority Party
— Leader of the House of Representatives
— Makes sure that proposed bills (laws) are in

the best interest of their political party.
— makes sure the members of their party vote the

way they’re supposed to (in the best interest of their party). They also keep
track of the way their party members vote.



Minority Party
Minority (Floor) Leader — Makes sure that proposed bills (laws) are in the
best interest of their political party.
Minority Whip — makes sure the members of their party vote the way
they’re supposed to (in the best interest of their party). They also keep track
of the way their party members vote.

Senate

members (2 from each state)

______________

term
Wisconsin’s Senators —

_________________

(R) &

__________________

(D)

3 Requirements to be a member of the Senate
1.

3.

Leadership in the Senate

— Vice President of the United States (only
official duty is to break a 50-50 tie in the Senate)

— handles the day to day leadership in the Senate
(Senator who has been in the Senate the longest, from the majority party)

Majority Party

Majority (Floor) Leader — Makes sure that proposed bills (laws) are in the
best interest of their political party.
Majority Whip — makes sure the members of their party vote the way
they’re supposed to (in the best interest of their party). They also keep track
of the way their party members vote.

Minority Party
Minority (Floor) Leader — Makes sure that proposed bills (laws) are in the
best interest of their political party.



/

Minority Whip — makes sure the members of their party vote the way their
supposed to (in the best interest of their party). They also keep track of the
way their party members vote.

Pay for both the House & Senate = $_____________________

Committees
— permanent

— contains members from both the House & Senate
— deals with a special topic (not permanent)

(All based on seniority and the state you represent)

Powers
— powers specifically granted Congress by the Constitution

— gives broader powers to Congress to do things for the
benefit of the country. (Elastic Clause)

— powers not pertaining to law making

What Powers do Congress (House & Senate), The House, and the Senate
have?

Congress
Collect Taxes
Regulate foreign and interstate commerce
Declare War
Propose amendments to the Constitution
Establish a Postal system
Maintain the Armed Forces
Regulate Immigration
Investigate other branches of government (subpoena)

House of Representatives

Senate



How a Bill Becomes a Law
1.
2.
3.

-pass
-mark up
-come up with a new alternative
-______________________ (set aside without even considering it)
-kill

4. Bill debated in the House or Senate
-Senate can

____________________

(talk a bill to death)
5. House or Senate votes to pass the bill (then it starts over on the other side!
Ex: bill passes the House, starts over in the Senate)
6. Bill sent to the

_________________

7. President

__________the

bill (becomes law), or

____________

the bill (sent
back to Congress)

- do nothing with the bill for 10 days, and if Congress is
NOT in session, the bill dies.
Congress can override a veto with a

____________

vote.

Impeachment Proceedings

House Judiciary Committee votes for Articles of Impeachment =

Full House votes on the charges, if a majority (218 out of 435) vote to
sustain the charge(s) then the President is IMPEACHED (not removed from
office though).

Trial in the Senate — 100 Senators act as the jury
2/3 must vote for conviction (67 out of 100) — then the President is removed
from office.

You can be impeached, but not convicted. ( )



Name
Block

Civics Chapter 6 Review

1.& 2. The two chambers of congress are:

________________ ________

3.& 4. The total number of representatives in each chamber is what?
S-___________ H-_______________

5. & 6. How do we determine how many each state gets for each chamber?,

S-_________________ H-_______________

7. — 10. Name 2 of the 3 requirements to be a member of each chamber.

S-___________________ H____________

S-____________________ H____________

11. & 12. The terms of office for each chamber are:

S-____________________ H-____________

President Pro Tempore Vice President Speaker of the House
Majority Leader Minority Leader Majority & Minority Whip

13. This person is the leader of the House of Representatives.

________________________

14. This person is the official president of the senate.

__________________________

15. This person handles the day to day leadership of the Senate.

_____________________

16. The leader of the party who has the most members in congress.

_________________

17. The leader of the party who has fewer members in congress.

_____________________

18. These people keep track of and influence how their party members vote.



19. One of congress’s most important powers is the power to

________________,

to
accuse & put on trial a government official and if necessary remove them from office.

A. Impeach B. Convict
C. Execute D. Censure

Put the following in correct order:

20. Bill assigned to a committee.
21. Bill introduced.
22. President signs or vetoes bill.
23.

_______

Bill sent to President.
24.

_______

Committee considers bill.
25.

______

Bill debated in House or Senate
26. House or Senate votes to pass bill.

27.& 28. Name the 2 United States Senators from Wisconsin.

29. Who is our representative in the United States House of Representatives?

30.& 31. Name two of the three kinds of committees in Congress.
(DO NOT PUT AGRICULTURE, BUDGET, ETC.)

32. Members of Congress ar assigned to a committee based on these 2 things.

33. & 34. Circle two types of power Congress has.

Expressed Super Natural Implied (Elastic) Supreme

35. “Talking a bill to death” in the Senate is lwn as what?

36. How many members does Wisconsin send to the House of Representatives?



37. The Congressional District we live in is the

______________________

38. To set a bill aside without even considering it is known as what?

39. When the President rejects a bill and sends it back to Congress it is know as what?

40. When the President sets a bill aside for 10 days and the bill dies because Congress is
not in session is known as what?

41. The drawing of Congressional districts to favor one political party over another is
known as what?

Place a “C” for Congress, an “H” for the House of Representatives, or a “S” for
Senate for the questions below.

______

42. The power to Declare War.

______

43. The power to establish a Postal system.

______

44. The power to act as the jury in an impeachment trial.

_____

45. The power to begin impeachment proceedings.

______

46. The power to ratify treaties.

______

47. The power to choose the President if there is no candidate that wins a majority
in the Electoral College.

______

48. The power to collect taxes.

_____

49. The power to approve or reject nominees.
S

50. Maintain the Armed forces.

T/F (Impeachment)

_____

51. House Judiciary Committee votes for Articles of Impeachment = Charge.

_____

52. Full House votes on the charges, if a majority (200 out of 435) vote to sustain
the charge(s) then the Presid?nt is IMPEACHED.

_____

53. Once you are impeached, you are automatically removed from office.

______

54. There is a trial in the Senate where the 100 Senators act as the jury.

_____

55. Two-Thirds of the Senators must vote for conviction (67 out of 100) — then the
President is removed from office.





How Congress is Organized

House ofRepresentatives

Number of members -

3 Requirements to be a member of the House—

Term in Office —

Presiding Officer (Who’s in Charge?) —

Our District —

Our Representative —

Special Powers —

Senate

Number of members -

3 Requirements to be a member of the Senate

Term in Office —

Presiding Officer (Who’s in Charge?) —

Our Senators —

Special Powers —
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Chapter 7— The Presidency

3 Official Requirements to be President

Unofficial Requirements (exceptions)

_____

year term in office

______

Amendment - 2 terms or 10 years
— only President to be elected to more than 2 terms (4)

Pay = $_______________
a year

Benefits

Vice President — same official requirements to be VP as President.
The VP has only 2 official duties:

1.
2.

Amendment — Line of succession to the Presidency



Electoral College (Electoral Votes)
# in the House of Representatives + # in the Senate States Electoral Votes

Roles of the President

Chief Diplomat Chief Executive

Commander in Chief Legislative & Economic Leader

Judicial Leader Chief of State

Presidential Facts & Oddities

Only President to serve two non-consecutive terms —

Only three Presidents to be impeached —

Only President to resign from office —

Only President to become President without ever having been elected
President or Vice President —

Presidents that have been assassinated:

Profession that can claim the most Presidents? -



Cabinet Departments

Department of State
Assists the President with
foreign policy decisions

. Arranges treaties and other
— agreements with foreign

governments
• Arranges economic,

educational, and cultural
programs with other nations

• Represents the United
States in the United Nations

• Gives passports to United
States citizens

Department of Defense
• Directsandtrainsthe

military forces of the
United States

• Operates military bases in
the United States and
around the world
Collects information about
other military forces around
the world
Provides rnilitaiy aid and
sells weapons to other
nations

Department of Health and
Human Services (}{HS)
• Administers social security,

medical assistance, and -•

•
-

medical programs
• •• - Operates many services for

thepoorandforthe
• physically and mentally

handicapped
• Conducts research on the

•

...
treatthnt ofdiseases -

- • Checksfood,dnigs,and •

cosmetics for safety
thrbugh the Food and Drug

Administration (FDA)
a

Department of the Treasury

• • Collects taxes,
-

- manufactures paper money
• -- and coins, and carries out

•
- Laws about banking

- .-“ • ControLs taxes on alcohol, -

• tobacco, and firdirms

•
• Department of Homeland

•
.- Security

• -. - • Directs the Secret Service

•

•

•

- to guard the President and

-
- :.

-- others
- • ads the Coa Guard

• Runs the INS (Immigration:

• and Naturalization Service)

• Carries out customs laws
Operates FEMA (Federal
Emergency Management
Agency)

Department of Justice
• Enforces all federal laws

and prosecutes violators
Operates the Federal
Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) and federal prisons

• Carries out the nation’s
civil rights, drug, and
immigration laws

• Represents the national
government in legal matters

Department of Labor
• Carries out Laws related to

safe working conditions,
minimum wages, child
labor, unemployment
insurance, and workers’
compensation
Operates job-training
programs
Studies changes in
employment and prices

Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD)
a Operates programs to help

families buy houses
• Provides money to build

housing for low-income
families .

Grants money to : •- -•

comrnttiilties to improve
streets, sewers, and parks

Department of the Interior
Carries out laws on the use
of public lands
Operates the national parks
and historical places
Inspects mines and runs
federally-owned dams
Operates programs for
American Indians through
the Bureau of Indian Affairs

()•

Department of Veteran’s Affairs
• Carries out Veteran benefit

programs
• Runs VA Hospitals

Department of Agriculture
• Works to improve farm

income and support
American farm prodttcts

farming techniques
• Operates food-stamp and

national school-Iunch
programs

• Inspects food and controls
crop and animal diseases

Department of Commerce
- Provides economic

information to businesses
and government planners

• Makes loans to small
businesses
Conducts the census every
ten years

• Operates the Weather
Bureau

• Directs the United States
MerchantMarine

• Promotes American
business opportunities in

Department of Transportation
• Administers programs for

building and maintaining
interstate highways,
railroads, airports, and
some waterways

• Studies traffic problems and
auto safety .. -

• Operates the Federal -

Aviation Administration

Department of Energy
• Explores new ways to use -

oil, gas, and coal resources
a Develops new energy . •

sources S -. •

S

• Promotes energy -
. .

conservation . •-

• Enforces governmental - -

regulations affecting oil
and gas companies

Department of Educatioti
• —Sets up guidelines for

granting financial aid to• • •

schools and colleges :

Distributes financial aid to
•

-

schools and colleges
• Promotes research on -•

educational problems •

• Helps farmers sell their
products and teaches new

other nations
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Civics Chapter 7 Review

Department of State Department of Justice Department of Agriculture
Department of Defense Department of Labor Department of Commerce
Department of Health and Human Services Department of Transportation
Department of Housing and Urban Development Department of Energy
Department of the Interior Department of Veterans Affairs
Department of Education Department of the Treasury
Department of Homeland Security

Use the above for 1-26. THEY MAY BE USED MORE THAN ONCE!!

1. The FBI is run by this department.

_______________

2. The Secret Service is run by this department.

_______

3. Gives loans to small businesses.

__________________

4. Operates National Paiks.

_________________________

5. Operates food stamp program.

___________________

6. Gives passports to U.S. citizens.

__________________

7. Carries out laws relating to worker safety. (OSHA)

8. Trains military forces of the United States.

_________

9. Distributes financial aid to colleges.

_______________

10. Provides $ to build housing for low-income families.

11. Studies traffic problems & auto safety.

__________

12. Runs hospitals for former armed service members.

13.Explores new ways to use oil, gas, & coal.

_______



14.Conducts research on treatment of diseases (CDC).

_________________

15.Controls taxes on alcohol, tobacco, & firearms.______________________

16. Arranges economic, cultural, and educational programs with other
nations.

__________________________________

17. Provides military aid and sells weapons to other nations.

_____________

18. Administers Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid.

19. Checks food, drugs, and cosmetics for safety through the FDA.

20. Prints paper money as well as coins.

_________________________

21. Leads the Coast Guard.

_________________________

22. Operates programs for American Indians through the Bureau of Indian
Affairs (BIA).

____________________________

23. Operates the national, school lunch program.

_________________

24. Conducts the census every ten years.

________________________

25. Operates the Weather Bureau (National Weather Service).

26. Operates the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA).

27. CIA stands for what and what does it do?

28. NASA stands for what and what does it do?

29. FCC stands for what and what does it do?

30. SEC stands for what and what does it do?



Match the following duty with the appropriate role. (Only used
once)

Chief Executive Commander in Chief Chief Diplomat
Chief of State Judicial Leader Legislative Leader

31. The President orders an attack on Iraq.

_________________________

32. The President appoints Mr. Stark to the Supreme Court.

33. The President issues an executive order.

__________________

34. The President makes.a treaty with China.

________________________

35. The President attends a White House concert.

_________________

36. The President gives the State of the Union address.

__________________

37.-39. The 3 official qualifications to be President of the United States are:

40.- 42. Name three unofficial qualifications to become President.

43. How many years in office is one Presidential term?

__________________

44. Name two benefits (besides pay) that you receive when President.

45. Who was the only President to serve more than 2 terms?

46. What are the 2 official duties of the Vice-President?



47. Place the following in order of succession if the President were to die in
office. (1 indicates first in line to become President)

____

Speaker of the House

_____

Secretary of State

____

President Pro Tempore of the Senate
Vice-President

48. How much is the President’s yearly salary?

______________________

49. Name the three Presidents to be impeached.

50. Name the only Presidentto resign from office.

51. Name the only man to become President without having been elected
President or Vice-President.

52. Wisconsin has 10 Electoral Votes. How is this number determined
(What + What)?

53. How do we determine which candidate receives a states’ electoral votes?

54. Name one President who was assassinated.



55. Name the only President to serve two non-consecutive terms.

56. Which of the following professions can claim to have the most
Presidents?

Soldier Teacher Farmer Lawyer





,J.:

NAME
HOUR

CHAPTEF?1l STUDY GUIDE: THE PRESIDENCY

1. What are three Constitutional quaiification for thePresidency?

a.

b.

C.

2. fccording to class discussion, what are three unofficialqualifications fcr the Presidency?
V

a.

b.

V V V
-

3. What are two Constitutional duties of the vice—president?

a.

b.

4. How many terms f office are presidents l(mited to?

Which president was indirectly responsible for this rule?

L1h1 —-, IL. ...-. -1- L c.ied tIii “right ari”f
-

V

Presidential elections are actually decided by the vote of6.
the electoral college. cfter reading about this method of
electing presidents, look at the accompanying map and answer
the following: V

a. What state has the most votes in the electoral college?

b. How many votes does it have?

c. How many electoral votes does Wisconsin have?
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2. Using your textbook and the updated handout on the Presidents’cabinets, answer the following.: -

a) How many cabinet positions were there originally?

b) How many are there today?

c) Which department was added most rec.ently?

d) What did the Department of Defense used to be known as?

e) What. are the cabinet niembers known a? =

f) Tell which department does each of the following:

- àperates the FBI?

-— administers social security?

— directs the Secret Service?

— operates job training programs?

— promotes energy conservation?

— promotes research on education problems?

operates school lunch programs?

- directs the FDA?

- directs and trains the U.S. military?

— sells weapons to other nations?

- gives passports to U.S. citizens?

- directs the Coast Guard? . -

— conducts the census every 10 years?

- operates progams to help families buy homes?

- administers the BIA?

— arranges agreements with foreign nations?



— enforces all federal jaws?

— operates the weather bur.eau?

— provides economic informati.pn? -:

- operates national parks? -

- carries out law dealing with th minimum wage?

— collects taxes?

inspects food. and controls crop diseases?

— carries out customs laws? V

I1 )—

NASA

FCC

CIA

6C



Chapter 10 Notes

Requirements to Vote

You vote at a

_____________,

by precinct or ward

— the narrowing down of candidates to 1 Democrat & 1
Republican who will face each other in the

___________________

In a Primary, you must declare a political party.

On some ballots, you have the option to vote

______________________

which means you are voting for all the candidates of a political party.
(abolished in WI in 2011)

If you are unable to vote on Election Day, you can vote by

_______________________

(before the election). In person or by mail.

— all eligible voters
— people that elected officials represent

The age group least likely to vote in this country?

____________________

— is where you collect enough signatures to have a new law or

____

put on the ballot in the next election.

_________

is where citizens can approve or reject a law.
is where citizens can remove an elected official from office.



Things used by Candidates to Campaign

— organization set up to
support a particular interest or group. PAC’s can raise and donate money to
candidates who support their causes.

- are independent political committees that
support a candidate with unlimited, often anonymous, donations from
companies, unions, or individuals. The groups can’t contribute directly to a
candidate, but they can run favorable ads about a candidate—or negative
ones about their favored candidate’s opponent.

— money given to a political party rather than a candidate.

- it is OK for corporations and
labor unions to spend as much as they want to convince people to vote for or
against a candidate.



Wisconsin Government

Very similar to the Federal Government.

Federal State of Wisconsin

President
Vice President
Senate
House of Representatives
Supreme Court





Civics Chapter 10 Review

1-3. Name the three requirements to vote in this country.

4. What age group in this country is least likely to vote?

5-9. Name five things that candidates use to get their message out
(campaign).

10. The highest ranking elected position in the state of Wisconsin is what
office?

11. Who currently holds that office?

12. The second highest ranking elected position in the state of Wisconsin is
what office?

13. Who currently holds that office?

14. How many members are there in the Wisconsin State Assembly?



15. Who is your current Assemblywoman or Assemblyman?

16. How many members are there in the Wisconsin State Senate?

17. Who is your current State Senator?

18. What elected body runs the Hayward School District?

19. Name two members from question #18.

20. What elected body runs the LCO Reservation?

2 1-24. Tribal governments work in cooperation with 4 other governments,
name them.

25-29. Name five professional sports teams (NFL, NBA, MLB, NHL) that
have Native American nicknames.

30. Who is the current tribal chairman for LCO?



31. What court case gave Native American reservations the right to own and
operate casinos?

A. Bryan v. Itasca County B. Brown v. Board ofEducation

C. Plessy v. Ferguson D. Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission

32. What does the acronym PAC stand for?

________________________

33. What kind of ballot can you obtain if you will not be able to vote on
election day?

________________________________

34. The narrowing down of a party’s candidates to 1 Democrat & 1
Republican who will face each other is know as a

____________________

election.

35. Hillary Clinton (D) vs. Donald Trump (R) is an example of a (don’t put
presidential)

_____________________

election.

?ii
36. All of the eligible voters in a particular election are know as the

37. The people that an elected official represents are known as

38. This is an independent political committee that supports a candidate
with unlimited, often anonymous, donations from companies, unions, or
individuals. These groups can’t contribute directly to a candidate, but
they can run favorable ads about a candidate—or negative ones about
their favored candidates opponent.

_____________________

39. The court case that it is OK for corporations and labor unions to spend as
much as they want to convince people to vote for or against a candidate is ‘

A. Biyan v. Itasca County B. Brown v. Board ofEducation

C. Plessy v. Ferguson D. Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission



40. An

_____________________

is where you collect enough signatures to
have a new law or proposition on the ballot in the next election.

41. A

_____________________

is where citizens can approve or reject a law.

42. A

______________________

is where citizens can remove an elected
official from office.

43. What are the two major political parties in this country today?
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Historical Narrative IV

IV. Wisconsinlndiari Tribes andthe U.S.A.

Thirteen years after the French and Indian War (1776), the American colonists wrote their
Declaration of Independence and entered into a war with their mother country, England. This
new war placed much strain and stress on Indian-white relations. Indian leaders understood the
nature of the American Revolution; they recognized that by actively or quietly aiding either side,
the colonial Patriots or the British Loyalists, they were placing themselves at great risk because
the outcome of the war could not be predicted.

By 1776, Indian nations had experienced many broken promises by the Europeans. Promised
boundary lines had been moved, and white settlers had continually placed pressure on Indian
claims. Treaties had been broken and frontier settlers had committed violent acts upon Indian
people. The Indians particularly distrusted the British. But now the British (Patriots and
Loyalists) were fighting among themselves, and soon each side desired support from the various
tribes.

Indian leaders realized that settlers rather than British officials were often responsible for the
poor Indian-white relations. As a result, many Indian tribes, when pressured, sided with the
British Loyalists. A few, like the Oneidas, made alliances with the Patriots based upon previous
local relationships, promises offered, and calculations about future risks. Some tribes tried to
remain neutral, which became difficult as the American Revolution continued.

The fledgling United States fought one more war with England in 1812. Wisconsin tribes were
caught in the middle of that war because they had continued to trade with the British (who still
governed Canada) and had remained distant from the government and citizens of the new U.S.A.
It was not until after the War of 1812 that Wisconsin tribes came into more direct contact with
U.S. officials and that Indian-white relations moved in new directions.

ThtTEgovernrneidi&onsider Indian peoples to be citizns. The government had
developed federal Indian policies based on a system of treaty-making. At the beginning of the
1800s, the treaties recognized the tribes as foreign and independent sovereign nations. These
treaties certainly confirmed the desire for land and control by U.S. citizens. A series of treaties
was developed between the United States and various Wisconsin tribes during the 1800s. In
1825, all tribes living within the Wisconsin area gathered at Prairie du Chien and signed a treaty
that identified tribal boundaries. This treaty allowed the United States to make other treaties
with individual tribes for land cessions (the “exchange” or “giving up” of lands). Treaties
gradually diminished the Indian lands, although certain rights remained with the tribes. In
cases before the Supreme Court in the 1830s, Indian nations were recognized as domestic,
dependent nations, a major turning point in Indian policy.

—20—



During the mid-i 800s, there was also federal action to remove tribes east of the Mississippi River
to lands in the West. The Sac, Fox, Potawatomi, and Winnebago were all removed, although some
Potawatomis and Winnebagos stayed or returned by eluding officials. Both the Menominee and
Ojibway (Chippewa) successfully fought against their removals by sending delegations to
Washington, D.C., to protest. The U.S. government’s policy of the forceful removal of Indian
peoples from traditional lands stands as one of the darkest stains in American history.

Oddly enough, at the same time that the government was removing tribes from Wisconsin,
Indians from the East were negotiating with the U.S. government and the Menominee to relocate
and settle in Wisconsin. These New York Indians (Stockbridge-Munsee, Oneida, and Brotherton)
all made the long trip from New York and established communities near the Menominee in the
1820s and 1830s. In 1838, the Brotherton became citizens of the Wisconsin Territory and the
United States and were no longer considered a tribe by the federal government. (They are now
seeking federal recognition.)

The treaties of the nineteenth century (1800s) were numerous and complicated. The Potawatomi,
for example, were involved in 38 treaties from 1795 to 1837. The treaties gradually reduced
landholdings to a reservation, which was much smaller than the original lands. The 1854 treaty
with the Ojibway (Chippewa) identified five Wisconsin Ojibway reservations: Bad River
(Odanah), Lac Courte Oreilles, Lac du Flambeau, Red Cliff and Mole Lake. The St. Croix (not a
party to the treaty) and Mole Lake Ojibway did not have land actually reserved until the 1930s.

The treaties, in effect, opened up lands to white settlers while limiting Indian claims. Some
treaties reserved certain rights, such as hunting and fishing, to the tribes forever. This would
have an important impact on the tribes arid on Indian-white relations in the twentieth century.

As more whites moved into Wisconsin, Indian peoples became more limited in pursuing a
traditional economy. The fur trade had slowed down in the 1820s, no longer providing Wisconsin
Indians with an economic outlet. The tribes became increasingly impoverished while also subject
to pressures from white society. Not only was there pressure on land, there was also pressure
from whites on Indians to adopt a “white way of life” This pressure was pushed by churches,
schools, and government officials.

‘->In the 1880s, the U.S. government passed an Allotment Act in order to break up tribal holdings.
(Allotment was also a part of the 1854 treaty with the Chippewa). This act required that
reservation lands be cut up into individual landholdings. It was an attempt to detribalize and
destroy the American Indians as distinct and varied cultures. The act was used in Wisconsin on
all reservation tribes except the Menomiriee. (The Winnebagos residing in Wisconsin were
offered individual “homestead” lands at about the same time.) The allotment of tribal land
resulted in the loss ofmore lands and increased poverty.

it is easy to see that from the start of the American Revolution through the end of the nineteenth
century, Indian-white relations focused on land issues. Pressures were placed on tribes as whites
desired to settle on traditional Indian lands. The U.S. government pressured or forced tribes to do
one or more of the following: to sign treaties giving up territory, to remove themselves from
traditional lands to western areas, and to allot reservations into individual lands. Despite the
loss of land and the poverty that faced many American Indians, it was cleat that cultural identity

—2 1—
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remained intact. Adapt.atioiis had been made, of course, but tribal identity and culture were
distinct. Despite the powerful pressure from white society on Indian peoples to reject theirtraditional culture, they persevered. On the whole, Indian-white relations were not “successful”in the nineteenth century because of the white desire for Indian lands and because whit held asuperior attitude toward the Indian peoples.

-
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Student Resource Sheet 12:
Indian L.ands In Wisconsin in the Early iSOOs

CHIPPEwA
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MENOMINEE

WINNEBAGO
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COUNTY
GOVERNMENTS

I

________By

U.S. Constitution and state constitutions

— — —

— By U.S. Constitution and treaties

Upon creation of state and other governments

*This diagram, intended for use as a transparency, refers to federally
recognized Indian governments on]y. In some cases, tribes are recognized by
state governments, and their relationships to other governmental units are
different.

-31-

Teacher Resource Sheet 18:
Relationship of Tribal Governments to Federal, State, and Other Governments*

FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

STATE
GOVERNMENTS

INDIAN TRIBAL
GOVERNMERTS

TOWN, OTHER LOCAL
GOVERNMENTS
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Narrative III

III. Tribal Governments

Background

Indian tribes have always had th right tO gOvern themselves. This was true before Europeans
conquered and settled Notth and South America. It was Certainly trüë before the UnitedStates of
America became an mdependent nation No one, mcluduig Congress and the president, gave
Indian tribes the right or power to govern themselves The tribes have that power from their own
people The Supreme Court declared that Congress is not the creator of tribal power

Although the tribal right to selfgovernment comes from the people and not from the US
Congress, the Supreme Court has upheld the right of Congress to limit or abolish tribal
governments. Congress, for example, terminated a number of tribal governments in the 1950s
and early 1960s. This meant that there was no longer a government-to-government relationship
and that the tribe was no longer seen as a political entity by the federal government (The tribe
of course, could continue to exist separate from the federal relati6nship.) Although the federal
government’s power to abolish tribal governments has been severely criticized, it still remains a
principle of federal Indian law.

Congress also has used two broad types of limits on tribal powers. The first type is called an
explicit limitation. This means that Congress has specifically passed laws prohibiting or limiting
tribal powers. Two examples of explicit laws passed by Congress include restricting the sale of
reservation land and creating federal jurisdiction over major crimes committed. The sec6nd type
of limit on tribal power is an implicit limitation.. The Supreme Court has pointed to the fact that
tribal governments lost some powers when they becamedomestic; dependent nations. The loss
implicitly limits tribal powers. For exañiplè,tFfbâl goiernhiënts can no longer enter into tréatiCs
with foreign nations.

Although these limitations re important and certainly have caused frustrations, tribal
governments do retain a great deal of power and authority in regulating tribal activities. Each
tribe can determine its own laws regulating the internal affairs of the tribe and the conduct of
tribal citizens. In this way, tribal governments are very similar to other governments with which
you may be familiar.

JJzrdstan4ing Tribal Power

A good government, whether it be national, state, city, or tribal, is interested in protecting its citi
zens and promoting the well-being of all. Thus, a good tribal government would be responsible to
its citizenry and would act according to the best interests of the community. As you are aware,
this is often more difficult than it seems because good people can disagree over what is best for all.
Governments sometimes change policies because options change.

Every government has a number of powers which can be divided into several categories. Let’s
look at several powers of tribal governments. The right to form a government is an important
tribal power. As stated before, the power comes from the people. The power includes the right to
choose officials and methods of governing. Tribal governments in the United States differ from
each other inmany ways. They have varied both in the past and in the present. Today most
tribes have a written constitution w’h1lristhé basic law ofthe group. In addition, most tribes
have more detailed codes of law and tribal courts to enforce these laws. Many tribes have
branches of governmenipresented by a tribal chairperson (executive), tribal council
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(legislative), and tribal court (judicial). However, there are many variations. More than 100’

tribes reorganized their governments under the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934Wheeler-

Howard Act). This act had some positive points but it also has been severely criticized because it

requires review and approval of tribal constitutions and laws by the secretary of the interior;

Besides the power to form and choose their own government, tribes have the absolute: right to

determine their own membership As mentioned earlier, tribal laws about membership may

differ from various federal laws defining ariindiàh. A tribe’s power includes the right to adopt

members and to expel members Each tribe, as mentioned previously, establishes its own rules

for tribal enrollment according to “blood quantum” (or fraction of Indian ancestry) In addition,

some tribal governments have other requirements such as a current residence on the reservation

or a certain number of years of residence on the reservation A few tribal governments base

membership on matrthneal or patnhneal descent\This means that children of a marriage

between a tribe member and a nonmembér may orñiay not be ‘éligiblé for tribal membership. For

example, if the tribe were matnlineal, a child would become a member only if his or her mother

was a tribal member

TribaI powers ic1ude—the-i’ight to keep law and order and therighf to tax As with any other

ko’ernment’s, these two powers are necessary to proid services and to promote the safety and

well-being of citizens Tribal governments clearly have the right to tax non-Indians within

Indian country Taxes may take various forms such as property taxes and different forms of

licensing. Federal courts, including the Supreme Court, have heard many cases regarding the

right ofIndián tribes to tax non-Indians and have recognized a tribe’s power to tax.

The tribal government has the power to maintain law and order3 This means that the tribe can

pass and enforce laws which regulate civil and criInmal matters The tribe can establish and

train a police force and maintain courts and jails.

There. are some congresswnal restrictions qp,,tribal law enforcement Congress has excluded

certain major crimes (through thMajor Crimes Act) from tribal jurisdiction4 This began

approicimately 100 years ago when Congress placed several major crimes under federal

jurisdiction.’ There are now 14 crimes excluded from tribal jurisdiction, including murder,

kidnapping, and arson. There are many Indian people, including attorneys and tribal leaders,

who feel the exclusion of major crimes from tribal jurisdiction interferes with tribal self

government. There is some confusion in the law, and the Supreme Court has not made clear the

exact meaning of the law.

Congress has limited tribal law enforcement in two other ways as well. Certain tribes have been

placed by Congress under the criminal jurisdiction of state governments. These states, and the

tribes within, are called fPL 280 states “IPubhc Law 280, which was passed by Congress in 1953

affects onlyafe states I. Wisconsin is a “PL 280 state,” but the Menominee tribe is excliidd from

the legislation

The Indian Civil Rights Act of 1968 also places limitationson tribal law enfórcement. The act

limits the’ penalties tribal courts can impose in criminal cases. It requires that criminal

defendants in Indian courts have almost all of the rights that they would have in state or federal

courts. Thus, Congress has limited some tribal law enforcement powers through the Major

Crimes Act, Public Law 280, and the Civil Rights Act

Inaddition to congressional limits, the Supreme Court also ha limited tribal law enforcement

powers. In the 1978 court case Oliphani v. Suquamish Indian Tribe, the court made it very clear

that unless Congress had specifically given the power to the tribe, the tribe did not have the
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authority to prosecute non-Indians. However, non-Indians committing crimes against Indians inIndian Country are subject to federal jurisdiction. -

So far, we have discussed the important powers of tribes in these areas: forming a governirient,determining membership, the right to tax, and the right to make and enforce laws. Tribal governments also have other poweri Briefly, some of these powers are.

•
. th-egu]ation of tribal property and privately owned property within Iñdiañ Country;

• the right to exclude nonmembers from tribal territory (Indian Country);

• the regulation of domestic relations. (including marriage, divOrce, adoption, and childcustody);

• the regulation of business and economic activities;
.

• the regulation of hunting, trapping, fishing, and gathering and the management of certainwater, mineral, and timber rights;

• the regulation of rights reserved by treaty;

• the management of certain federal Indian programs; and

• the management of the government-to-government relationship with the federal government.

It should be clear that tribal governments have many powers.. Although there are somecongressional limitations and disputed areas of power, tribal government isa potent expression ofthe self-determination of Indian tribes.
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Narrative IV

IV. Treaties

A treaty is an agreement or contract between two sovereign nations. Only the federal government may enter into treaties with other nations. The U.S. Constitution specifically details how atreaty between the United States and another nation must be approved. Both the president andtwo-thirds of the U.S. Senate must approve the treaty before it will be accepted. The treaty thenbecomes part of the supreme law of the land, to be protected and enforced by the executive branch.The federal courts and the Supreme Court have the ultimate responsibility for interpreting thetreaty should a dispute arise. A treaty holds a higher place than a state law—therefore, statelaws and actions cannot legally impinge upon treaty agreements.

Treaties were signed between American Indian nations and European nations during the periodof European settlement in the Americas. The United States of America continued to enter intotreaties with Indian nations until 1871. Indian treaties have addressed a large variety of issues,including trade, boundaries, exchanging land, hunting and fishing, money, settlements,treatment of peoples, and other things.

Treaties between the United States and an Indian nation are a source of confusion and misunderstanding to many Americans today. Some people think that treaties gave certain “rights” to atribe. In fact, the Supreme Court has stated that Indian treaties are not a grant of rights to atribe. Instead, some of the traditional rights of the tribe are given to the United States in a treaty.The treaties removed some rights that the tribe had held traditionally while guaranteeing certainrights they had always held. The Supreme Court has made clear that any traditional right notspecifically canceled by a treaty or a federal law is reserved to the tribe. This principle of federal
- Indian law is called the reserved rights doctrine.

Treaties between the United States and Indian nations vary in content and scope. Over 650Indian treaties were entered into between the founding of the United States and 1871, whenCongress declared that trealies would no longer be the method of conducting governmentrelations with Indian tribes. For Indian tribes, some treaties were voluntary while others werenot. Many issues have been raised regarding the language used at treaty-making sessions, thecultura1 differences regarding the meaning of parts of a treaty, and the lack of”good faith” on thepart of U.S. officials. The U.S. government does not have a good reputation or a clear record whenone looks at the historical facts of treaty-making and the many promises in treaties that havecontinuously been broken. One point is clear, however. Treaties do provide important legalgrounds for Indian nations today as they seek justice in the American court system.

As different as Indian treaties may be from one another, they often contain two common points.First, they usually provide for the transfer of land from tribal control to the U.S. government.The U.S. government often negotiated treaties with land as the major issue. Second, treatiesgenerally promised some land to be specifically reserved for the tribe’s use. Some treaties furtherspecified that certain services or payments were to be provided to the tribe, but others did not.Remember, since a treaty was taking rights away from Indians, it often did not specifically list allof the rights reserved to them. These reserved rights might. include the use of water, fishing,hunting, and so forth.
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The Supreme Court has developed a set of rules to help interpret Indian treaties because there
were so many disputes regarding them. These rules are called the Canonsof Treaty Construction.
There are three basic rules:

• ambiguous expressions in treaties mist be decided in favor of the Indians

• treaties must be interpreted as the Indians would have understood them

• treaties must be liberally construed in favor of Indians.

The Supreme Court has recognized that the Indian nations were at a clear disadvantage when the
treaties were signed because of the unfair conditions, language misunderstandings, and cultural
differences. The Supreme Court believes that because of these unfair circumstances, the tribes
should be given the benefit of any doubts regarding treaties. The Court has stated that the
United States has a responsibility to avoid taking advantage of the other side.

Many tribes have gone to court to have their treaties enforced, including the enforcement of
rights that were reserved to them under the reserved rights ckctrine, even though such rights
were not mentioned in a specific treaty. Tribes can file lawsuits in federal court if state or federal
officials are violating treaty rights in some way. They have the right to file for money damages, if
appropriate. Although court cases over treaties can be very expensive and lengthy, many cases
have been decided fairly and justly in support of the treaty rights of the tribe. Unfortunately,
these decisions have been difficult for some non-Indians to understand.
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Tribal Government, Treaties,
& Tribes of Wisconsin

http ://w’vvw. witribes . wisconsin. gov

1. Congress has the authority to place limits on tribal powers through the use
of two limitations, what are they?

2. What types of laws can a tribe pass concerning tribal activities?

3. What is a tribes’ equivalent of the three branches of the United States
government?

4. More than 100 tribes reorganized their governments under what 1934 act?

5. What is a “blood quantum”?

6. Name three crimes that are excluded from tribal court jurisdiction.

7. What are “PL 280 States”?

8. What is a treaty?

9. The United States government continued to enter into treaties with Indian
tribes until what year?
Name 4 things these treaties dealt with.

10. What is a reserved right?



11. What two common points do most treaties between the U.S. and Indian

tribes contain?

12. The Supreme Court has developed a set of rules to help interpret Indian

treaties. What are these rules called?

13. How many federally recognized tribes are there in the United States?

How many in Wisconsin?

14. As of the year 2000, what was the Native American population in

Wisconsin? What is that as a % of Wisconsin’s total population?

15. What is the Native American population living on the LCO reservation?

16. Who is the largest employer in Sawyer County?

17. Who is the largest employer in Bayfield County?

18. Who is the largest employer in Burnett County?

19. What is sovereignty?

Tribal Sovereignty T/F

_____

20. The U.S. entered into treaties with Native Americans because of

their race.

_____

21. Tribes have absolute authority over all people and activities on

their land.



_____

22. “Plenary power” essentially allows Congress to legislate any aspect
of the affairs of a Tribe it chooses.

____

23. Tribal governments have the power to exclude people from tribal
lands.

Tribal Taxation T/F

24. Tribal governments cannot levy income or property taxes.

____

25. The Supreme Court has held that state governments can collect
excise taxes on sales to non-tribal members that occur on tribal lands, so
long as the tax does not fall directly on the tribal government.

_____

26. Native Americans and their businesses do not pay federal income
taxes.

27. What does GLIFWC stand for?





Let a Public Official Know What You Think Project

1. Select an issue you are concerned with. The issue may be anything of
local, state, or national interest.

2. Research your issue. Find current information which supports your idea.Find at least two sources.

3. Fill out a project Fact Sheet. This sheet is worth up to 30 points.

4. Select a public official to write to expressing your concern.

5. Use the “How to Write Your Representative” sheet as a guide.

6. Write a letter to the designated official based on the info in your fact
sheet.

8. You will be turning in the fact sheet stapled to a copy of your letter for
Mr. Churchill to grade.





15592 Lakewood Dr.
Hayward, WI 54843
January 1, 2020

The Honorable Tony Evers
115 East Capitol #1
Madison, WI 53702

Dear Governor Evers,

DOUBLE SPACE THE REST

Thank you for your time, I look forward to hearing back from you.

Sincerely,

Mike Churchill





- PROJECT FACT SHEET (30 points)

ISSUE YOU ARE RESEARCHfl4G

NAME___

____

•IIOUR

__

Briefly state your position on the above is6ue:

List tnreé facts to support your position.
least two sources of information:

Fact t*l and source:

Renieber you mwt have at

Fact 2 and source:

Fact 3 and source:

\

PUBLIC OFFICIAL YOU ARE PLANNING ON WRITIHG TO:
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CRUZAN V. DIRECTOR, MISSOURi DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH (1990)

Background of the Case
Nancy Cruzan was involved in an automo
bile accident and sustained serious injuries
resulting in permanent brain damage. She
was in what is medically termed a “persistent
vegetative state” in a Missouri state hospital
with the state paying for her care. In other
words, there are no brain functions opera
tional in the patient, and there is no medical
diagnosis that indicates the patient will ever
recover.

Cruzan’s parents requested that Nancy be
allowed to die which would involve taking
her off the artificial nutrition and hydration
systems in the hospital. Hospital employees
refused to do this, knowing that her death
would result.

The case was heard in a state trial which
authorized taking her off the systems. The
court said that a person in Nancy Cruzan’s
condition has a fundamental right under the
State and Federal Constitutions to make the
choice about death-prolonging procedures.
The lower court based this ruling on the fct
that Nancy had told a former housemate that
she would not want to be kept alive by artifi
cial means if she were injured to the point
that she could not live “at least halfway
normally.”

The State Supreme Court reversed the
lower court’s decision. That court decided
that the state’s “living will” statute expressed
a state policy strongly favoring the preserva
tion of life. Nancy’s parents did not have the
right to terminate her medical treatment, the
court ruled, unless an official living will doc
ument existed which Nancy had signed to
indicate her wishes should she become
incompetent to make her own decisions. The
court also ruled that Cruzan’s statements to
her housemate were unreliable for the pur
pose of determining Nancy’s intent.The case
was then heard by the United States
Supreme Court.

Constitutional Issue
Does the Constitution protect the liberty of
seriously ill patients to be free from life-
sustaining medical treatment? Did Nancy
Cruzan’s parents have the right to act in her
behalf and end life-sustaining medical
treatment?

The Court’s Decision
The Court ruled 5 to 4 upholding the ruling
of the State Supreme Court that the judg
ment of family members in this situation was
not sufficient to end life-sustaining
treatment.

Chief Justice William Rehnquist wrote for
the Court. In summary, the Court held that
(1) the United States Constitution did not
forbid Missouri from requiring clear and
convincing evidence of an incompetent’s
wishes to the withdrawal of life-sustaining
treatment, (2) the State Supreme Court was
constitutionally within its rights when it
declared that trial evidence was not “clear
and convincing evidence” that Cruzan would
herself request her treatment to stop, and (3)
due process did not require the state to
accept the judgment of a family member on
this matter without substantial proof that
their views were those of the patient. On this
last point, if a living will document had been
completed by Nancy to the effect that she
would allow her parents to carry out her
wish to be taken off life-supporting systems,
this document would have served as “sub
stantial proof.”

Sympathizing with Nancy’s parents while
defending the Court’s decision, Rehnquist
wrote, “No doubt is engendered by anything
in this record but that Nancy Cruzan’s
mother and father are loving and caring par
ents. If the State were required to repose a
right of ‘substituted judgment’ with anyone,
the Cruzans would surely qualif3i. But we do
not think the due process clause requires the
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State to repose judgment on these matters
with anyone but the patient herself:...”

A Dissenting Opinion

Justice William Brennan wrote one of the
dissenting opinions. He, along with the
other justices who dissented, did not find
that there was any constitutional mandate
that would decide this case.

Brennan wrote, “The State has no legiti
mate general interest in someone’s life, com
pletely abstracted from the interest of that

person living that life, that could outweigh
the person’s choice to avoid medical treat
ment.” He concluded, “Because I believe
that Nancy Cruzan has a fundamental right
to be free of unwanted . . . [medical treat
ment]. . . , which right is not outweighed by
any interests of the State, and because I find
that the improperly biased procedural obsta
des imposed by the Missouri Supreme Court
impermissibly burden that right, I respectful
ly dissent. Nancy Cruzan is entitled to die
with dignity.”



• Name Class

COURT CASE

MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE POLICE V. SITZ (1990)

Background of the Case
The Michigan State Police established a
highway sobriety checkpoint program in
early 1986 in an attempt to curb drunken
driving. They created guidelines about sites
selected, checkpoint operations, and publici
ty. According to the guidelines, all vehicles

passing through a checkpoint would be
stopped and their drivers would be briefly
examined for signs of intoxication. If a
checkpoint officer detected signs of intoxica
tion, the motorist would be pulled over out
of the flow of traffic where his or her license
and registration would be examined. If fur
ther sobriety tests were warranted, these
would be conducted. If the driver was found
to be intoxicated, he or she would be
arrested.

The first and only sobriety checkpoint
conducted before this case was decided
occurred in Saginaw County. During the
1 hour and 15 minutes of the check period,
126 vehides were checked. Two drivers were
detained for further tests; one of them was
subsequently arrested. Another driver who
drove through the checkpoint without stop
ping was also arrested for driving under the
influence. The average delay fbr each vebide
was 25 seconds.

The day befbre that checkpoint operation,
a group of licensed Michigan drivers filed
suit in a county courthouse to oppose the
operation of sobriety checkpoints. After a
trial, the court ruled that the state’s program
violated the Fourth Amendment.

The State Court of Appeals agreed, stat
ing in part that checkpoint programs are
generally ineffective in curbing drunken driv
ing. The Court of Appeals also ruled that
although the objective intrusion on individu
al rights during a checkpoint operation is
minor, the subjective intrusion is substantial.
(The fear and surprise felt by law-abiding
motorists at the checkpoints were described

as subjective intrusion.) The case was then
heard by the Supreme Court of the United
States.

Constitutional Issue
Does “seizure,” as defined by the Fourth
Amendment, occur during a sobriety check
point? If so, is it “reasonable”? Does the
entire checkpoint sobriety program violate
the Fourth and Fourteenth Amendments?

The Court’s Decision
Justice William H. Rehnquist delivered the
opinion of the Court which ruled against the
Michigan motorists. He concluded that
highway sobriety checkpoints do not violate
the Fourth and Fourteenth Amendments.
Therefore, the Court reversed the decision
of the Court ofAppeals of Michigan.

Rehnquist referred to previous Court
decisions related to police stopping motorists
on public highways. In United States v.
Martinez-Fuerte, highway checkpoint stops
for detecting illegal aliens were ruled to be
constitutional.

Fourth Amendment seizure occurs “when
there is a governmental termination of free
dom of movement through means intention
ally applied.” Rehnquist agreed with the
lower courts that “seizure” as defined by the
Fourth Amendment does take place when a
vehide is stopped at a checkpoint. However,
he disagreed that the seizure was
unreasonable.

In deciding the “reasonableness” of the
checkpoint operation Rehnquist weighed the
relative need to reduce drunken driving
against the measure of intrusion on
motorists. He wrote: “No one can seriously
dispute the magnitude of the drunken driv
ing problem or the States’ interest in eradi
cating it.” He quoted current statistics con
cerning the tremendous toll caused by
drunken driving. At that time, the statistics
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revealed that in the span of one year over
25,000 deaths, one million personal injuries,
and more than five billion dollars in property
damage were caused by intoxicated drivers.
Rehnquist continued, “Conversely, the
weight bearing on the other scale—the mea
sure of intrusion on motorists stopped at
sobriety checkpoints—is slight.”

A Dissenting Opinion
Justice John Paul Stevens disagreed with the
Court that the seizure involved in this case
was warranted and reasonable. He referred
to sobriety checkpoints as “elaborate, and
disquieting, publicity stunts.” He also felt
that the subjective intrusion on motorists

was substantial since most sobriety check
points occur at night and count ott the ele
ment of surprise. Roving patrols that occur
at night had been ruled to create substantial
subjective intrusion in previous cases decided
by the Court.

Stevens wrote, “This is a case that is driv
en by nothing more than symbolic state
action—an insufficient justification for an
otherwise unreasonable program of random
seizures. Unfortunately, the Court is trans
fixed by the wrong symbol—the illusory
prospect of punishing countless intoxicated
motorists—when it should keep its eyes on
the road plainly marked by the
Constitution.”



Name Class

I II Supiuz COURT CASE 40

ROE V. WADE (1973)

Background of the Case
Jane Roe (a pseudonym) was an unmarried
pregnant woman who brought suit against
District Attorney Wade of Dallas County,
Texas. Roe’s suit challenged a Texas statute
prohibiting abortions except when, in a doc
tor’s judgment, abortion would be necessary
to save the mother’s life. Since Roe’s life was
not endangered by her pregnancy, she had
not been able to obtain an abortion in Texas.

Constitutional Issue
Roe argued that the protection of life grant
ed by the Fourteenth Amendment could not
be applied to a fetus because a fetus was not
a person in the eyes of the law. She also
argued that her decision to obtain an abor
tion should be protected by the right of pri
vacy, a right which stemmed from the Bill of
Rights generally and from the liberty guaran
teed by the Fourteenth Amendment.

The Court’s Decision
In a 7 to 2 vote, the Court decided in Roe’s
favor on both points, although with some
qualifications. Justice Harry A. Blackmun
wrote for the Court.

The Court approached its decision by
acknowledging the delicacy and depth of the
issue before it. Nevertheless, it was the
Court’s task “to resolve the issue by consti
tutional measurement free of emotion and of
predilection.”

Justice Blackmun reaffirmed that there
was a right to privacy that could be inferred
from the First, Fourth, Fifth, Ninth, and
Fourteenth Amendments. He said that “the
right has some extension to activities relating
to marriage . . . , procreation . . . , (and)
contraception. . . .“ Accordingly, “the right
of privacy.. . is broad enough to encompass
a woman’s decision whether or not to
terminate her pregnancy,” he concluded.
Although specific and direct medical injury

might follow a denial of choice, other
injuries as well could result from an unwant
ed pregnancy. These include “a distressful
life and future, psychological harm, and also
the distress. . . associated with the unwanted
child, and.. . the problem of bringing a child
into a family already unable, psychologically
and otherwise, to care for it.” Yet the Court
granted no absolute right to an abortion, as
that decision “must be considered against
important state interests in regulation. . .

The Court’s discussion then turned to the
question of fetal personhood. Although
Wade had argued that a fetus was a person,
he conceded that there was no case to be
cited in support of his position. The Court,
too, was persuaded that “the word person, as
used in the Fourteenth Amendment, does
not include the unborn. . . . On this point,
Blackmun explained, “The law has been
reluctant to endorse any theory that life, as
we recognize it, begins before live birth or to
accord legal rights to the unborn except in
narrowly defined situations and except when
the rights are contingent upon live birth.”
The state, in fact, was held to have two sepa
rate and distinct interests. According to the
Court, one is “preserving and protecting the
health of the pregnant woman” and the
other is “in protecting the potentiality of
human life.”

To satisfy both sets of interests and rights,
the Court divided the term of pregnancy
into two parts, based on “present medical
knowledge.” The first part is the first
trimester, or three-month period of pregnan
cy. This period was identified as the point up
to which fewer women died from abortions
than in normal childbirth. In order to pre
serve and protect women during this period,
a state may regulate abortion procedures in
such areas as doctors’ qualifications and
licensing of facilities. Up to this point, how
ever, the state may not regulate a doctor’s
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medical determination that a pregnancy
should be terminated.

The point at which the state’s compelling
interest in preserving potential life begins is
when that life is viable, or capable of living
outside the womb. During this period the
state may constitutionally forbid abortion,
except when necessary to preserve a
woman’s life or health. Between the end of
the first trimester and the beginning of the
period of viability—not specified, but usually
the second trimester—the state may “if it
chooses, regulate the abortion procedure in
ways that are reasonably related to maternal
health,” the Court concluded.

A Dissenting Opinion
In his dissent, Justice William H. Rehnquist
debated whether any constitutional right to
privacy could be so broad as to indude the
complete restriction of state controls on
abortion during the first trimester. In this
regard, he wrote, “There apparently was no
question concerning the validity of this pro
vision or of any of the other state statutes
when the Fourteenth Amendment was
adopted. The only condusion possible from
this history is that the drafters did not intend
to have the Fourteenth Amendment with
draw from the States the power to legislate
with respect to this matter....”



• P. Name Class—

HAZELWOOD SCHOOL DISTRICT V. KUHLMEIER (1988)

Background of the Case
In May of 1983 the principal of Hazeiwood
East High School in St. Louis County,
Missouri, ordered the deletion of two pages
from Spectrum, a student newspaper. The
two pages included an article on students’
experiences with pregnancy and another
story discussing the impact of divorce on stu
dents at the school.

The principal objected to the story on
pregnancy because he believed the girls
described in the story could be easily identi
fied even if their names were left out of the
story. In addition, he said the references in
the story to sexual activity were not suitable
for the younger students at the school.

The principal objected to the story on
divorce because it named a student who
complained about her father’s behavior. The
principal believed the parents should have
been given a chance to respond to the story.

The Spectrum was written and edited by
the school’s journalism class as part of the
school curriculum. The principal also said he
had “serious doubts” that the two artides fit
the journalistic rules of fairness and privacy
taught in the course. The three student edi
tors of the Spectrum then filed a suit against
the principal and school district. They
claimed the principal’s action violated their
First Amendment rights to free speech.

In May 1985 a federal district court judge
ruled against the students. In July of 1986,
however, a federal appeals court overturned
that ruling. The appeals court said the
Spectrum was a public forum for student
expression and was fully protected by the
First Amendment. In 1987 the Supreme
Court decided to hear the case.

Constitutional Issue
The principal’s decision to censor the school
newspaper raised a very basic constitutional
question. Does the First Amendment guar

antee of freedom of speech prevent school
administrators from regulating student
speech in school-sponsored publications such
as newspapers and yearbooks?

The Court’s Decision
The Court ruled 5 to 3 against the student
editors. Justice Byron White wrote the
majority opinion.

White stated that the First Amendment
rights of students in public schools are not
exactly the same as the rights of adults in
other settings. Schools, White argued, “must
be able to set high standards for student
speech . . . under [their] auspices—standards
that may be higher than those demanded by
some newspaper publishers and theatrical
producers in the ‘real’ world—and may
refuse to . . . [publish] student speech that
does not meet those standards.”

In the case of Tinker v. Des Moines in
1969 the Court had ruled the First
Amendment gave students the right to wear
black armbands to school to protest the
Vietnam War. Justice White said that while
the Tinker decision protected students’
rights to personally express their political
ideas, speech in a school-sponsored newspa
per was different because it occurred “as part
of the school curriculum.”

A school newspaper like the Spectrum, the
Court decided, was not “a forum for public
expression” but rather a tool for teaching
and learning. As a result, Justice White
wrote, “educators are entitled to exercise
greater control over this form of student
expression to assure that participants learn
whatever lessons the activity is designed to
teach.” Thus, White concluded, “We hold
that educators do not offend the First
Amendment by exercising editorial control
over the style and content of student speech
in school-sponsored expressive activities.”
School officials across the nation praised the
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Court’s decision. They believed it gave them
more authority to regulate student conduct.
One official said the decision meant that
schools, “as any other publisher, have the
right to decide what will and will not be
published.”

Dissenting Opinions

Justice William H. Brennan wrote a hard-
hitting dissent. Justices Thurgood Marshall
and Harry A. Blackmun joined him.

Brennan noted that the Tinker decision
said school officials could limit student
speech only if the speech threatened to

“materially disrupt” schoolwork or violate
the rights of others. He argued, “Tinker
teaches us that the state educator’s undeni
able . . . mandate to inculcate [teach] moral
and political values is not a general warrant
to act as ‘thought police’ stifling discussion
of all but state-approved topics and advocacy
of all but the official position.”

Brennan added that “instead of teaching
children to respect the diversity of ideas that
is fundamental to the American system . .

the Court today teaches youth to discount
important principles of our government as
mere platitudes.”


